Greetings from the San Diego Math Circle!

First Gauss Student Day Tomorrow

We are one week from the formal Opening Day of the SDMC fall quarter on September 25, but there is already SDMC activity this weekend for our high school students.  Tomorrow, September 18, will see our first “Gauss Student Day”.


Time:

8:30am – 11:15am



Date:

September 18



Location:
AP&M B412

(usual Gauss room)




Do not meet outside, go downstairs on arrival
Gauss Student Days are days when we make our usual SDMC space and time slot available to our high school students for student-led math presentations and responsible social activities.  These activities are open to any Gauss student, whether a returning Gauss student or new to the Gauss group this year.  In fact, this is a very good opportunity for new Gauss students to meet others and get to know the group.
This Gauss Day will be a little different in that we plan to use some of this time to introduce the proposal to form a new student group, Lagrange, focused on physics.  Depending on the wishes of those present, we may do this as a single group in one room, or we may split and have the Lagrange meeting in a separate room.

Parents of students with interest in physics are definitely invited to attend this meeting.  We will also address the Lagrange proposal on Opening Day, but tomorrow will be a smaller meeting and more focused on any questions and discussion related to Lagrange.

There is a planned student presentation by Soumya Basu on the topic of Diophantine Equations.  Soumya will provide a brief discussion of some techniques for solving Diophantine equations and will lead the group in some related problem solving practice.

Registration for the 2010-2011 season is now open!
Registration is ongoing, and at this time about 2/3 of the anticipated number of registrations have been completed.  If you are a returning student, we remind you that you need to reregister each year.  More detailed information on registration can be found further below in this message.
Opening Day and ongoing scheduling
The formal opening day for SDMC activities will be Saturday, September 25.  The latest schedule information can always be found at on this page:
http://www.sdmathcircle.org/index.php?page=class-schedule
Upcoming Schedule Conflict
The fall Caltech Harvey Mudd Mathematics Competition has been set for November 13, in conflict with our intended scheduling of our fall San Diego Math League competition.  This date is already a conflict with the Math Prize for Girls Competition.  It appears that we need to consider moving our SDML I date in order to avoid these conflicts that are likely to take many of our students out of town for commendable reasons.  At present, the best alternative appears to be to move the SDML I from November 13 to November 20, which is, however, the first Saturday of a 10-day Thanksgiving Week school break and may conflict with holiday travel plans of some families.
I am open to comments and will not finalize a plan to move the SDML I date until at least one week after Opening Day in order to take any feedback SDMC families may have about the matter.  Please understand that the intention here is to reduce conflicts, but we probably will not be able to eliminate all conflicts.  I apologize in advance to anyone who may be adversely affected.
Please remember that we have two SDML competitions and only require one qualifying score for the San Diego Math Olympiad.  If we are not able to accommodate you in the SDML I, please plan ahead for the SDML II, which is set for January 29.








Sincerely








David W. Brown








SDMC Director
Registration

To register, go to the SDMC website www.sdmathcircle.org and follow the tabs to the registration area, or click through directly using the link below:

http://www.sdmathcircle.org/index.php?page=register
Registration consists of three parts:
i) Complete the electronic registration form; this includes fields providing the opportunity to pledge a voluntary financial contribution.
ii) Print and sign the paper UCSD Liability Waiver form, and

iii) Mail both the waiver and any check funding a pledge to
San Diego Math Circle

P. O. Box 500091

San Diego, CA 92150-0091
Please make any check payable to the “Art of Problem Solving Foundation” and not to SDMC directly.

The paper items can be turned in at SDMC on opening day if necessary, but since opening day is extremely busy, you will be helping us greatly by submitting these by mail as early as possible.
Opening Day

Time:

8:30am – 11:15am
Date:

September 25
Location:
Peterson Hall
Room 108
Opening Day is a major event in the life of the San Diego Math Circle, and often the only event of the year when the entire SDMC community converges at one time.  All incoming students and parents are invited to the same large meeting for opening remarks and information of interest to both students and parents.  After a time following such general remarks, students are escorted to the first classes of the season while parents remain for additional information and discussion.
This is one of the best opportunities of the year to receive an overview of SDMC activities and to raise any questions.  There is no fixed schedule for the parent meeting; when the planned presentation and related discussion is concluded, leaders will remain available for individual questions for the balance of the morning until students are released from their classes.

Euler Topical Sequence

Most SDMC classes are single-day subjects, with subject and instructors changing from week to week.  The exception is a sequence of single-themed, textbook-based classes to be held throughout this year in the Euler class on the subject of Counting and Probability.  Classes in this sequence will be spaced several weeks apart, so there will be other subjects and activities occurring on weekends between Counting and Probability classes.

Importantly, unlike single-day subjects, the Counting and Probability sequence will build cumulatively throughout the year and will require some outside effort like regular school classes.  Both students and parents should recognize that and plan accordingly.

The text for the course will be Introduction to Counting and Probability, by David Patrick, from the Art of Problem Solving Introduction Series.  This is the same text that was used for a similar Euler sequence two years ago.  The text will not be sold on site, but can be ordered from the Art of Problem Solving through the web at the following linked page:

http://www.artofproblemsolving.com/Store/viewitem.php?item=intro:counting
The class will be team-taught by long-time SDMC instructor Dr. Chris Wright one of our advanced Gauss students, Lucas Brown.  See our instructor page for their bios at the following linked page:

http://www.sdmathcircle.org/index.php?page=instructors
Gauss Student Days
Roughly one day per month, we take advantage of irregularities in the SDMC calendar to schedule a “Gauss Student Day”.  These are days when there would not normally be a regular Gauss class owing to a holiday or other schedule conflict, but when we still have UCSD space available for SDMC use.  These days will be used to provide opportunities for student-led presentations and responsible social activities.
Students who are interested in making peer presentations on Gauss Student Days should contact the Director regarding planning.

Note that the first Gauss Student Day is scheduled for September 18, the Saturday BEFORE the official Opening Day.

Please note that parent volunteers are needed to provide the on-site adult supervision necessary for any SDMC activity.

AMC 8

SDMC has been authorized by American Mathematics Competitions to administer the AMC 8 as a Higher Education Site.  This has two purposes:  1) to provide AMC 8 opportunities to students whose middle schools do not offer the AMC 8, and 2) to identify schools where there is student and family interest in initiating the AMC 8, and to support efforts to establish the AMC 8 in such schools in future years.

It is not our intention for this to be an alternative venue for students whose schools do offer the AMC 8.  If your middle school offers the AMC 8, you should take it at your school.  If your middle school does not yet offer the AMC 8, there is still time for them to register with AMC and begin to offer it.  This often occurs for the first time because of the encouragement and volunteerism of students’ parents, so this is an area where parents can play an important positive role.
The date, time, and location of SDMC’s AMC 8 have not yet been set.  Please monitor future communications and the SDMC website for these developments.  A page specific to these matters has been created under “Events” at the following location:
www.sdmathcircle.org/index.php?page=amc-8
Unsubscribing to these messages

This message is being distributed on the basis of registration information of students who participated in SDMC during the 2009-10 season.  This list will be used for a limited period of time until the compiling of registration data for the new season is substantially complete; at that time we will transition to the new data for future communications.  If you or your student do not re-register, you will automatically cease to receive these messages at that time without explicitly unsubscribing.

Schedule Notes:
Saturday, September 18

Fermat:

In recess until Opening Day

Euler:


In recess until Opening Day

Gauss:

Gauss Student Day
AP&M B402A



Soumya Basu




Diophantine Equations

Plan Ahead:

Opening Day




Time:

8:30am – 11:15am



Date:

September 25



Location:
Peterson Hall
Room 108
San Diego Math League Fall Competition (SDML I)




November 13



Subject to possible move to November 20 due to conflict

with the Caltech Harvey Mudd Mathematics Competition

and the Math Prize for Girls competition



AMC 8 in schools



November 16



SDMC will offer the AMC 8; however, scheduling

has not yet been worked out
